Assembly of amber fragments of the beta subunit of Escherichia coli RNA polymerase.
Immunoblotting of size-separated whole cell proteins permitted the study of protein-protein interaction. Briefly, proteins obtained from cleared cell lysates of Escherichia coli were separated by glycerol gradient centrifugation and analysed by blotting against a set of specific antibodies. We have applied this procedure to the assembly of 11 N-terminal amber fragments of the beta subunit of E. coli RNA polymerase ranging in size between 97% and 23% the length of the intact beta polypeptide (1342 amino acids). In this way, we have been able to define regions on the beta polypeptide involved in the assembly of RNA polymerase.